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1 Chapter 1242 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES IN COMMERCE DISTRICTS 

1. Purpose. The purpose of this Chapter is to establish regulations governing the 

development and use of Accessory Structures in districts of Commerce as described 

in Chapter 1240. 

2. General Requirements 

A. An accessory structure shall not be constructed, altered, continued, maintained, 

or otherwise located on a parcel of property until after the associated primary 

structure has been completed. An accessory structure shall not remain, and must 

be removed, if the primary structure is removed, destroyed, or otherwise 

eliminated to which it was subordinate. 

B. Unless otherwise provided, accessory structures shall be subject to the same use 

regulations as the primary structure that it is subordinate to. 

C. An accessory use shall always exist in conjunction with, and never without, a 

legally established primary use. Said primary use and structure shall be located 

on the same parcel and be of the same owner as the accessory use or structure. 

On parcels with multiple uses conducted in different structures, the Zoning 

Administrator shall make a determination as to which structure and use is the 

primary use and structure based on the frequency and intensity of the uses 

occurring at the parcel. 

D. No mobile home or trailer, truck trailer, railroad car, or storage pod shall be 

utilized as an accessory structure. 

E. Free-standing carports and portable garages shall not be permitted.   

F. All accessory structures permitted under this Chapter with a footprint of 400 

square feet or more shall be firmly attached to a foundation, with the exception 

of pole construction structures. 

G. All pole construction structures shall have a concrete floor. 

H. Accessory structures shall comply with all setback and built-to lines. 

I. If the Accessory Structure is to be located on a parcel where the only established 

use is that of a single-family dwelling, the development of such Accessory 

Structure(s) shall be regulated and governed by Chapter 1234 of the Zoning Code 

and not this Chapter. 

J. If an Accessory Structure is erected to be subordinate to a non-residential 

primary structure or use, the primary structure and use may not change to 

single-family residential in the future if the Accessory Structure does not meet 

the requirements for single-family residential Accessory Structures. 



 

Adopted 2022-11-22 

 

2 Chapter 1242 

3. District Regulations 

A. The size, height, and number of Accessory Structures shall be limited as follows: 

District Maximum Number 

Allowed Over 400 ft2 

Height Limitation Size Limitations 

NMU 
1 + 1 for each full acre 

of area over 1 acre 
28’ 

Equal to, or less than, the 

ground floor footprint of the 

Primary Structure 

CB 
2 + 1 for each full acre 

of area over 1 acre 
30’ 

Equal to, or less than, 150% of 

the ground floor footprint of 

the Primary Structure 

AC 
1+ 1 for each full acre 

of area over 1 acre 
28’ 

Equal to, or less than, the 

ground floor footprint of the 

Primary Structure 

B. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to approve applications for 

Accessory Structures with a ground floor footprint of one thousand three 

hundred (1,300) square feet or less. All other Accessory Structures shall require 

Site Plan approval. 

4. Landscaping Requirements. Additional landscaping and/or privacy fencing may be 

added by the Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission during the approval 

process if such is needed to properly screen structures from adjacent parcels.  

5. Design Requirements 

A. All accessory structures greater than  300 square feet shall be constructed so 

that the appearance of its exterior is uniform and resembles the color and 

materials of the primary structure to which it is subordinate to as follows: 

1. Appearance is measured when viewed from an adjacent property or from 

water bodies, streams, rivers, roads, parks, or other facilities open and 

accessible to the public. 

2. Identical material is not required, but the following characteristics shall be 

the same or similar. 

a) The orientation of boards, grooves, grains, shingles, and other exterior 

characteristics. 

b) A finished design and color scheme that is coordinated and compatible 

with the color and design of the primary structure to which it is 

subordinate to. 

c) Color of roofing. 

d) Style of siding (Including, but not limited to, the apparent length and 
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width of boards, shakes, or panels, and the texture, reflectivity, or gloss 

of the materials.). 

e) Style of roofing (Including, but not limited to, the apparent length and 

width of shingles, shakes, boards, or panels and the texture, reflectivity, 

or gloss of the materials as well as the type of roof i.e., hip, mansard, 

gambrel, gable...). 

f) Roof pitch shall be equal to that of the primary structure to which it is 

subordinate to unless otherwise approved by the Planning Commission. 

3. Notwithstanding this Chapter, an accessory structure is not required to 

match granite, brick, stone, concrete masonry, or other stone-like materials 

used on the primary structure. However, the material used must resemble 

the color and style used with the primary structure to which it is subordinate 

to. 

B. All accessory structures greater than 300 square feet in ground coverage shall 

include a minimum of two (2) different architectural features on the front 

façade; architectural features may include items such as windows, doors, gable 

entry, or faux louver windows, and other similar design features. 

C. All accessory structures greater than 300 square feet in ground coverage shall 

include, as a minimum, the combination of at least two (2) architectural or 

landscape features along any sidewall with a height equal to or greater than 10 

feet and along any sidewall directly adjacent to or visible from a public right-of-

way. Landscaping features shall include shrubs or trees of at least four (4) feet in 

height at the time of planting. 

D. Unpainted, uncolored or unfinished material is prohibited for use on the exterior 

of all accessory structures unless such material is specifically designed and 

marketed for exterior use and is weather-resistant in its natural or unfinished 

state. 


